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When it takes hours to reach school, especially in remote villages where it can be even a day or
two day’s walk to the nearest road, the female admittance rate is apparently dismal. The
statistics on literacy rate based on geographic location in Nepal confirms this fact. The obvious
way to increase female literacy rate is by making easy access to schools. In the long run, the
incentives to the villagers for sending their daughters to school will work better.

Literacy rate is one of the most critical indicators of the development of a nation. In this rapidly
changing tech-driven world, the economic development is easily impeded if the nation lacks
literate people. Literacy also contributes to building a peaceful nation. Nepal is one of the
poorest developing countries in the world and it is grappling with too many problems. So,
Nepal’s fate is largely dependent on literacy rate. 

The dictionary meaning of literacy is “the condition or quality of being literate, especially the
ability to read and write”.  According to European Commission’s Joint Research Center (JRC:
http://esl.jrc.it/envind/un_meths/UN_ME026.htm), adult literacy rate is the proportion of the adult
population aged 15 years and over which is literate; the Methodological Descriptions and
Underlying Definitions of which are stated as follows: “i) A person is literate who can with
understanding both read and write a short simple statement related to his/her everyday life. ii) A
person is functionally literate who can engage in all those activities in which literacy is required
for effective functioning of his/her group and community and also for enabling him/her to
continue to use reading, writing and calculation for his/her own and the community’s
development. Persons who do not fulfill (i) or (ii) are termed illiterates or functional illiterates
respectively”.

According to the most recent Nepal Living Standards Survey (NLSS-III 2010-2011), Nepal has
an adult literacy rate of 56.6%, with a huge disparity between males and females. The male and
female literacy rate in Nepal is 71.6% and 44.5% respectively with a Gender Parity Index (GPI)
at 0.62; women lagging behind men by whopping 27%. The obvious reason behind this gender
discrimination is that sons are still considered as the future caretaker of their parents. After
marriage, daughter bears no responsibility towards Maitighar (birth home of a girl). My family is
well educated; however, I always ended up at good private schools in contrast to my sister who
started her education from Government school. Moreover, I found my mother flagrantly favoring
me over my sister in almost any situation. So, daughters can be found abused frequently in our
society. I observed that sort of partiality in all other families but at different extents. This
corroborates the disparity between sons and daughters in well-to-do educated families. The
picture is very murky in poor and illiterate families in Nepal; sons always have edge over
daughters in making to the schools. Daughters have to get involved in household duties from
their early age. If the schools are nearby, they may probably have chances to attend after
finishing their chores in time. When it takes hours to reach school, especially in remote villages
where it can be even a day or two day’s walk to the nearest road, the female admittance rate is
apparently dismal. The statistics on literacy rate based on geographic location in Nepal confirms
this fact. The obvious way to increase female literacy rate is by making easy access to schools.
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In the long run, the incentives to the villagers for sending their daughters to school will work
better.

Besides the education funds from foreign donors, there are volunteer organizations mostly
funded by Nepalis living and working outside the nation like SARVODAYA NEPA, HELP NEPAL
Network, and Nepalese Children Education Fund. SARVODAYA NEPAL is building schools and
supporting children who could have dropped out after grade five in the absence of government
support. The project pays the teachers and encourages community members to raise funds to
create a sustainable environment. HELP NEPAL was opened with the theme “One dollar a
month” to provide assistance in the fields of health and education in rural Nepal. NCEF
identifies children unable to pursue education and provides them with tuition, textbooks, and
supplies (incentives) to attend the school. Government should promote such organizations,
learn from them, and come up with the efficient solution to tackle these issues at the national
level. 

Prior to 1950s, as ruled by authoritarian Ranas, education was restricted; considered as a threat
of inciting insurgency. So, there was limited number of schools for educating Kathmandu’s elite.
Only in 1951, after more than hundreds years of Rana dynasty, education was recognized as a
right of people. According to a USAID report, about 98% of the population was illiterate with just
300 graduates in the entire country. In 1960, the literacy rate was pathetically low at 8.9%. Then
King Mahendra took advantage of illiterate population by introducing a party-less political
(Panchayat System) in 1961 banning all political parties. King Mahendra was actively involved
in getting funds from all around the World. In 1960, with his visit to US, then President
Eisenhower approved the grant of $15 million to Nepal. King Mahendra had no intention of
investing funds on people’s education but he had to resort to the unified education system when
the donor agency like USAID pointed the lack of character, energy, and skill in Nepali people for
economic and sustained development. The same trend continued when King Birendra and King
Gynendra acceded to the throne. Ironically, all political parties are still embroiled in power war
for their personal gain. If the funding from donors had been funneled towards the development
of the country and the welfare of the community rather than dissipated on corrupt rulers,
politicians, and administrations Nepal wouldn’t have been in this current miserable condition.

Nepalis have currently nominated a well-educated and intelligent person Dr. Baburam Bhattarai
as the head of government with great expectation that he will rise above his personal interests
and break the trend. He is facing opposition from his own party but there is no room for excuse.
The then King Gyanendra took complete control of the government dismissing the elected
parliament right in front of our eyes. Maoists are in a far better position; one can’t deny the fact
that they came to power in Nepal by mobilizing and indoctrinating illiterate villagers. I personally
did attend a couple of Maoist's preaching when I was in my village and mugged up few war
songs. Maoists should not overlook the vulnerability of this nation being taken over repeating
the same gruesome history. It is the high time for Maoist to make education access to all with
mantra like “no child left behind” and not to turn their 14 years of grueling “People War” into
fiasco.

(Gajurel, a Ph.D. in computer engineering from Case Western Reserve University, USA,
works as Computational Scientist at the same university. Email:
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