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Heartfelt condolences to the departed souls in this tragic calamity caused by 7.8 Richter 
scale magnitude of devastating earthquake on 25 April, 2015 and multiple subsequent 
aftershocks including 7.3 Richter scale on 12 May, 2015. Let’s wish for the safety and 
quick recovery of residents who are going through this dreadful predicament. Along with 
the thoughts and prayers, there is a need for Nepalis residing in Nepal and all around 
the world to actively participate in relief efforts for the sake of their compatriots 
irrespective of the support from all around the world as the rebuilding process can take 
years. This grim situation has been further aggravated by the recent blockade at Nepal-
India boarders. Despite being a landlocked country, if we had changed our attitude of 
dependence, our daily lives would not have been crippled with the current 
circumstances. So, there is a need to envision stronger Nepal through self-reliance, 
change in our attitude, and good governance. 
 
The massive loss of lives and property due to earthquake is mainly the result of 
unpreparedness, poor planning, and rampant violations of building codes despite the 
fact that the country is lying in a seismically active zone. This incidence has once more 
exposed the impotency of the corrupt government who not only loses its credibility 
from Nepali people but also from all around the world as evident from the expression of 
their distrust on its announcement about funds going to PM’s Disaster Relief Fund. So, 
this is the high time to cleanse the incompetent political institution and establish 
a new stronger Nepal. Our political leaders, most of who have seen the world, are 
knowledgeable enough to know that they are not living up to their expectations as 
reasoned in a book “Why Nations Fail” by Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. 
 
 Nepal is still in the domino of extractive political and economic institutions, the same 
reasons that some countries are still very poor today. Such institutions created for the 
benefits of the political elites, as in Nepal during the monarchical period, was so strongly 
netted that it continued in different forms even after the restoration of democracy. So, the 
ordinary citizens who were desperately trying to adjust to life resorted to corruption as 
morally depraved political institution was unable to provide any support to struggling 
population.      
 
After the authoritarian rule, Nepal has been practicing democracy but the nation is still 
lacking qualified citizens to groom and sustain democratic practices. It took over 200 
years of preparation for the mobilized and empowered broad coalition segments to bring 
democracy in England after the Glorious Revolution in 1688. The repression from Shah 
and Rana dynasty deprived Nepalis of all their rights. There were only few educated 
population. So, the current democratic practice in Nepal is only the playground to 
strengthen extractive institutions. The influence of elites is ubiquitous in politics, 
institutions, and firms which is not creating any prosperous platforms for ordinary 
population and is hindering the new ideas to flourish. 
 
It is, however, important to get to the root of Nepal’s fall as it was one of the most 
developed societies during the Licchavi and Malla rule around 13th century as evident 
by the skilled manpower such as the greatest architect Araniko who became famous in 
Tibet, China, Mongolia, and as far as Indonesia. The trade with Tibet was also booming 
during Malla period despite the infighting among different kingdoms in Nepal including 



three Malla kingdoms in Kathmandu valley. The prosperous Anglo-Nepal trade was 
disrupted by Gorkhali king, Prithivi Narayan Shah. The intention was to dissuade British 
influence but it insulated Nepal from adopting and inventing new technologies. 
 
The Anglo-Nepal trade could have been resumed for the prosperity after the unity 
of Nepal but Prithivi Narayan Shah had ulterior motives of establishing his dynasty. It 
promoted the elites including opportunist like Rana who exploited citizens in such an 
extent that it sapped all the skills and innovativeness in ordinary people. There were only 
schools and public services for elites and the literacy rate plunged to whopping 8%. The 
majority of the population was affected by Malaria, and other water borne diseases. In 
sharp contrast, most other parts of the world were benefitting from Industrial Revolution 
during 1760 to 1840. 
 
Though political parties along with Maoists were different sets of people in the power 
after the fall of cruel dynasties, they could not get themselves untangled from the web of 
extractive institutions and their ideology took a complete turn when they established 
themselves as elites. It is described as iron law of oligarchy; a political theory developed 
by German sociologist Robert Michels in 1911. 
 
The broad segment of the society needs to be empowered through education and micro-
economic opportunity first to rise above the poverty and subsistence level as described 
by the modernization theory formulated by Seymour Martin Lipset. In Nepal, where 
farming employs 74 percent of the workforce according to the report entitled Enhancing 
Employment Centric Growth in Nepal for the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
released in 2014, there is an opportunity to increase agricultural production through 
microeconomic investment on modern agricultural tools and scientific farming. 
Unfortunately, such engineering attempt to prosperity can have significant impact only if 
the institution itself is perceptive. 
 
It has been revealed in the book, “Why Nations Fail” that in the long run, everyone 
including elites benefit more with inclusive institutions that produce qualified mass, and 
which in turn can get mobilized and organized for more opportunities creating time-
specific inclusive institutions that suit characters of denizens. It is happening just in front 
of our eyes, in our neighboring country, China, over the Himalayan fence. So, it 
is time forNepali politicians to contemplate about it and act accordingly. 
	  


